main goal was to integrate clinical research and surgical treatment of breast cancer. Due to close co-operation with other divisions of the Institute -at the laboratory and clinical level -improvements regarding treatment definition and planning, as well as progression of research in breast cancer therapy has been achieved. Breast conservation is the main aim of therapeutic strategies and depending on a high rate of early detection in the overwhelming majority of patients the breast can be preserved. Sentinel node biopsy, which has been developed in the institute in 1998, is now offered to patients as
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The European Institute of Oncology
The European Institute of Oncology (EIO) was established to implement an innovative model for health and advanced research in the international oncology field. In keeping with the standards of the most advanced international oncology centres, the institute fully integrates different activities involved in the fight against cancer: prevention and diagnosis, health education and training, research and treatment.
Division of Senology
Since the foundation of the European Institute of Oncology, clinical research in the Senology Division has been concerned with the development of new surgical techniques that improve not only the effectiveness of treatments for breast cancer, but also conserve as far as possible the integrity of the woman's body. The Division has 32 beds, two operating theatres working every day (Saturday included), and one operating theatre for outpatients. Physiotherapy is offered to the patients during the immediate post-operative period. Psychological or psychotherapeutic consultations are available in the division on patient request or on referral by the clinician in charge. Outpatient clinics are held 5 days a week by the physicians of the division, aiming at early diagnosis of breast malignancies. In collaboration with the breast imaging unit, basic diagnostic workup of all patients with palpable and non-palpable breast lesions are performed. Devices for stereotactic biopsies (Mammotome ® ) are available for patients with non-palpable breast lesions. Follow-up clinics are also offered to all patients Multidisciplinary case discussions are performed weekly. In cooperation with the department of radiotherapy, the medical physics unit, and the division of plastic surgery different applications of ELIOT in breast cancer, both in conservative and non-conservative surgery are under investigation. Two multi-energy IORT-ELIOT devices are available in the operating theatres.
